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Hdnorable··Bill Hetne~

. House of Representatives
2470 Rayburn Building
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Congressman Hefner:
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This is in reply to your letter of Februar 24, 1993, in which you inquired on
behalf of several of your constituents r arding the Notice of Proposed Rule
Making (Notice) in PR Docket No. 92-235 57 FR 54034 (1992). This Notice
proposes comprehensive changes to e mmission's Rules governing the private
land mobile radio services operating in the frequency bands below 512 MHz.

Your ~onstituents are specifically concerned about the impact of these changes
on radio control (RiC) hobby users. Enclosed is a discussion paper concerning

.~ our proposals for the 72-76 MHz band. In short, we expect there would be no
adverse impact on RiC operations because of any proposal contained in the
Notice.

We are, of course, sensitive to the concerns of both users of private land
mobile radio spectrum and R/C hobbyists. We will, therefore, take your
consti tuents' concerns into account wh·en we develop final rules in this
proceeding. As indicated in the Notice, we remain convinced that without
significant regulatory change in radio operations in the bands below 512 MHz,
the quali t.y of communications in the private land mobile radio services will
continue to deteciorate to the point of endangering public safety and the
national economy.

We want to thank you for your interest in this proceeding.
letters will be included in the record of the proceeding.
[·,Iles to he issued in 1994.

Your constituents'
We expect final
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3018 Oakdale Drive
Monroe, NC 28110
Febr~ary 24, 199j .

The Honorable Bill Hefner
The United states House of

Representatives
Washington, DC 20515

Re: FCC Rule Making

Dear Mr. Hefner:

My interest in aviation has been for as long as I can remember.
I am very active in a local club whose members enjoy
constructing and·operating radio controlled model airplanes. I
am retired and enjoy many hours of building and operating radio
controlled model airplanes.

I am very concerned about proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications commission
(FCC). The proceeding is PR Docket 92-235. If adopted, the
new rules will greatly reduce the usability of frequencies
currently assigned for model use and increase the risk of
accidents and attendant liability for controlling model
airplanes.

Our radio control frequencies are in the 72-76 MHz band. This
bank is primarily used for private land mobile dispatch
operations. However; our radio control frequencies in this
band are far enough apart from the land mobile frequencies that
we have been able to share the band without either use
interfering with the other.

Now the FCC wants to create more land mobile frequencies by
splitting them into narrower bandwidths and rearranging the
band plan. As a result, many land mobile frequencies will move
closer to the radio control frequencies and cause interference
to radio control operations. I am told that of the 50
frequencies that are presently available for radio control 'of
model airplanes, only 19 frequencies will be left if these new
rules are adopted.

When we fly our model airplanes under radio control, we go to
great lengths to assure the safety of the operators and by­
standers and the protection of property. Many of our safety
precautions involve the careful coordination and use of the
radio control frequencies. If the number of usable frequencies
is diminished as proposed by the FCC, the remaining frequencies
will become congested and the margin of safety will be greatly
decreased.
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Please understand that many model' ai.rplanes h~ve· wing spans up
to 10· feet and weigh as mueh ~s30 or 40 pounds .. T~e· models'
the~selve.s. are.ex'peI1s1ve to'· build;. but .moie .. 'tothe pOi!i.t,they
are capable o("'causfng property da,mage', serious' injury,'.or even
death if radio interference causes the operator to ·lose control
of the craft .. We,of,ten fly our :models at organized events and
contests where hundreds of op~ratorsparticipate. We need the
use of ou.r' full complement of, .radio frequencies in or~er to
assure a safe f-lying environmeilt'~' ".

I do not think. it is wis.e of the. FCC' to' seek to improve the
operatirig .conditions of land mobile radio users at the expense
of radio control modelers. The FCC may not think we are as
important as business users of radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like myself and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry.

Please help me continue the safe enjoyment of my pastime by not
allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals for the 72-76 MHz
band.

Sincerely,
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.' Ric"-\t .Mor.r.ison ..
203 Ced'ar Drive
Harrisburg, NC ~8075

February 25, 1993
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'injury,,'or even death':'if roadio interfere'nc'e causes,t'h~ -:
operator"to lose" cont'ro! ~f the' craft. ,'We often fly our .. ,:" ",
models at organized event's and' contests where hundreds of

,'operators participate. We need the use of our full
complement, of radi9 frequencies to'ensure a s~fe flying
environment.

I do not" think it is 'wise of the FCC to seek 'to improve
the operating conditions of land mobile ~ad~ause~s at the
~xpense of ,radici-control modele~s. The FCC may not think we
are, as important as busine'ss user of' radios, but we have a
considerable investment in our models and in our radio
equipment. The hobby provides many hours of enjoyment to
thousands of people like me and contributes to the
advancement and development of the commercial aviation
industry.

Please help me to continue the safe enjoyment of my
pastime by not allowing the FCC to carry out its proposals
for the 72 to 76MHz band.

Sincerely,

(2::P,4i~
Rick Morrison

.......
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, The HOflorable Bllf Hefner'
, .U .,,-s. "House ,O,f' Reps.
'~ashingtdn, D.C. '2()SlS
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PR Docket 92-235

Dear'Mr. Hefner, , ,
, ~fter many, years of looking for 'a :$uitable .'hobby, "to ~occupy

. what little "free" time r have in this hectic world we live in
today', I· settle.d on". the building and ,flyin9 of, model "radio'
controlled" aircraft. 'Years ago,'wben I was very young, my father
built and flew controlled line planes, and from that time on, I've
have kept an interest in airplanes. I'm 35 years Old, been married
once, (10 years), and have two children (boys ages 6 and 8), that
I hope to be able to share my interests in this hobby with.

In July of 1992, I had the opportunity to fly a "radio'
controlled" plane, and now I'm "hooked". I joined the Academy or
Kodel Aeronautica, (AKA), and a local club (Cabarrus Radio Control)
so that I would have the chance to learn, be taught, and appreciate
the art of building and sarely flying model aircraft. since that'
time, I have "scratch" built two planes and am in the pr0gess of
building a third, which adds up to a considerable expense."

I've learned through pUblications received from the AKA that
just recently, several new channels had been lobbied for, and
granted to, the use of model aircraft by the PCC. It now seems that
many of these channels dedicated to the use of hobbyist such as
myself, may be endangered by NPRK-PB Doqket 92-235. This proposal
would have a profound effect on our sport both in safety and
liability. Because these planes can weigh as much as 30 or more
pounds, spinning a propeller at approx. 10,000 r.p.m. IS, and
carrying a tank of flammable liquid, we in the sport feel that
every effort on our part, as well as that of our elected officials,
should be concentrated on keeping this sport safe. This proposal
from the PCC would allow the insertion of "mobile" channels between
the existing 72 MHz channels used by model aircraft. These
transmitters would broadcast at almost four (4) times the power
output of our "radios". Because of their very name, these "mobile"
units could at any time come close enough to interfere with the
control of our aircraft. This loss of control could carry serious
consequences, (1. e., personal injury, and/or property loss for
anyone within range of the aircraft).

On a more personal note, it wouldn't take too many losses of
aircraft to render me out of the sport due to "lack of money", and
I don't know how the knowledge of injuring someone with my plane
would affect me. Knowing this, should these changes be allowed to
occur, I would be forced to replace my existing radio equipment
with equipment that would remain safe and reliable. (Channels not
affected by PR Docket 92-235). As mentioned before, this would be
expensive, costing me alone approx. $600.00. If others in this
sport follow suit and move to the upper channels in the 72 MHz
band, flying time at our local field (approx. 86 members), and of
other club fields across the country would be at a premium, as this
leaves few unaffected channels.



8.l1oUld..t·h-~Y, choose' -not to, 1 i vas' and property. woufd"'be at:
risk... '.

It is beGause of my con~~rn for the future o( this sport that
I ~~'writing t6 you,. petetioning for ~our h~ip in r~presenting my
interest·s ~ Surely tl1e. FCC Land Mobile .Service can finQ some qther.
area besides' . the 72-76' MHz area to .locate· their new channels that:
will not have the severe. impact' that· their present proposal

.creates. PIe.a•.as.sist m. in' in8urinqth4~ the satety and enjoyment'
ot· my pastime vill not be compromised tor myselt or mychlldren.

I thank you for your time and your support.

0.0' -.
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"The Honorab-le Bill Hefner-.

..u.. S. ,House. of Reps .
. ' .. 'Washingt'on, 'D.C~ 20,515'

RB:

Feb.rua~y 25,1993.

PR Docket 92-235
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Dear Mr. Hefner;
. My name isCristopher Greene, I: in ·12 ,y~'ars old, and',:I'"live in

Davidson, .NC. Last summe~,my dad a ld ,r went to' an . air 'show: in
. Moorseville, NC .and watched soine p£,op~e flying radio' ·cont,r,olled.
airplanes. ,The very next week, my. dad bought us .a plane, and ·we
started going every other weekend trfly. (Because my mom and d'ad
are divorced, we only get to be"tog~ther, then.) We now have three
planes and if the weather is bad y.e work on building and if its
pretty, we fly th~m.

Last ~ear we joined tne AKA, (Academy of Model Aeronautics),
and a club in Mooresville, NC. I 've been' reading in the AKA'
magazine, and have heard my dad and others at our field talking
about the FCC wanting to put some new channels close to the
channels we use on our planes. I don't really understand all that·
I've heard and read, but I believe my dad when he says that this
would be bad for us •. I do know what happens when you lose control
of an airplane and how much it costs to fix them.

I'm to young to vote for you, but my dad says I'm not to young
to write and ask you to help. Would you please look into NPRM-PR
Docket 92-235 and see what you can do to keep our sport safe.



RICHMOND COUN'"rY MODELERS ASSOCIATION
Richmond ~ounty~·North Carolina

The Honorable Bill Hefner'
U. S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 2051.5

Subject: PR Docket 92-235

Dear Mr. Hefner:

Feb. 10, 1993

I am a member of a local club who enjoys buldlng and nying radio controlled model
airplanes. I spent many bours and dollars In this bobby along with my fellow club
members. We are very concerned about the proposed rules that are currently
under consideration by the Federal Communications Comm. (FCC), namely
PR Docket 92-235. Ifaccepted, the new rules win greatly reduce the usability
offrequencles currently assigned for model use and can increase the risk of
accidents to spectators, other modelers and the models themself. The control
frequencies we use are in tbe 72-76 MHz band that we presently share with other
private land mobile dispatch operations.

The present band spacing is far enough apart for this sbaring without interfering
with each other. The proposed new frequencies require narrower· band widths which
will interrer with our present use. We presently have use of approL 50 freqs.
which is nne for eDsting usage but the new proposal will reduce this number to
approL 19 freqs. or less than one halfof the present available frequencies.
This can result Into a major safety problem for all concerned. We do our best
to operate as safely as Is possible with the equipment that we presently have
and our safety record Is remarkable. Please do not jeopardize this fine record
by allowing this proposal to be enacted.

We ask that you study this matter in light of the enjoyment of modelers and
spectators using this hobby and reject this proposal as put forth by the FCC.


